
CURB ELIMINATION

PRIMARY USE:  Reduction of bacteria and organic matter in stormwater runoff.
ADDITIONAL USES:  Promote infiltration.

What is it?   A non-structural practice to reduce pollutant content in stormwater.

May not be practical in some urban and suburban settings. Drainage areas should be veg-
etated or otherwise stabilized.

This is a non-structural practice, although the drainage structure used may require vegeta-
tion or rip-rap for stabilization.

Sections of existing curb can be removed and curb outlets can be installed at regular inter-
vals or in appropriate areas to allow the stormwater to flow onto well-vegetated areas. To
avoid erosion, flooding and trash accumulation, the areas to install curb outlets should be
carefully chosen and street cleaning programs should be modified to maintain these areas.
See sections on stabilized or vegetated waterways for specific guidelines.

The elimination of curbs has been shown to reduce pollution entering the aquatic environ-
ment. Curbs function as channels for stormwater creating runoff flows at high velocities,
and carrying much sediment and other pollution. Without curbs, runoff can be spread over
large vegetated areas where runoff velocities can be reduced and pollutants can settle out
and be taken up by plants or soils.
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